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Message from the Chair

Social Event of the Year

By Elias "Eli" Valentin II

Chair, GCDP

The entire GCDP leadership team

was thrilled to see such a

successful event for our 1st

annual GCDP BBQ Cook-Off. It

was great to fellowship with

Democrats, listen to some 

 incredible music, and sample some fantastic

barbecue! We saw approximately 300 people come

through our food line. What a tremendous turnout for

our inaugural event! We hope this event continues to

grow and becomes a staple on our calendars as

Greenville Democrats. Congratulations to our Pit

Boss Chef, Donnie Todd. His brisket was awarded 1st

place by the judges in a close 1 point victory over

runner-up Hugh Owens. James Smith was also the

big winner of the “Big Blue Smoker”, the top prize in

our raffle. 

The strength of the event was our committed and

dynamic volunteer core. We want to highlight a

couple of critical team members who made this

event a huge success. Our Cook-off Co-

Coordinators, Ashley Newton and Evelyn Nocella,

were with us every step of the way, ensuring we had

a great selection of food options and connecting

vendors to us to facilitate seamless execution. Our

Logistics Coordinator, Hao Wu, set up the event and

organized a team of volunteers to do this efficiently.

Our Games Master, Matt Cazessus, transported and

set up all of our activities to create additional

options for the event. I also want to acknowledge

the incredible hard work our OUR 1st Vice-Chair,

Ruth Todd, who was vital in the event execution,

leading the event from my original concept pitch to

cleaning up at the end of the event. A huge thank

you goes out to all of the volunteers, who helped

with parking, logistics, crowd control, drinks,

desserts, shuttling attendees, food servers, chefs,

setting up, breaking down, checking in guests, or

selling tickets. We were blessed to have eight 

Extraordinaire Rita, making sure we ran a smooth

operation and the presentation was on point!

 We saw so many of our loyal Democrats who have

stood by us and never wavered. These champions,

such as Rep. Chandra Dillard, were excited to see us

"...own the corner." Revered attorney Carlyle Steele

was thrilled to be attending "the social event of the

year." One of the significant developments we saw

was a myriad of new faces brought in through our

precinct outreach and engagement. One woman I

met was so excited that she pulled out her postcard

and said, "thanks for inviting us, we are Democrats,

and this is the first event we have attended."

Reverend Susie Smith told us, “Teamwork and

volunteers also help save democracy by electing

candidates who believe in the values we modeled

yesterday as a team. We are for the people, all the

people, even the gluten free and vegan or

wheelchair bound. We exclude no ONE!”

Throughout the day, we heard from our volunteers

who sacrificed their time and energy to allow us to

make this event happen in our 1st year! A new

volunteer, Thad, emailed us, "As the new guy at his

first real event, I was impressed. I guarantee our

crowd was WAY MORE representative of America

than those other guys!" Linda and Bob Koetsch

supported the event by operating the Dunk Tank and

told us, “We had so much fun, and we were happy to

help! It was apparent and greatly appreciated how

much hard work went into the planning and 

talented Chefs step

up to assist us. You

got to see and taste

the food of Chef

Donnie, Chef Hugh,

Chef Phil, Chef Matt,

Chef Chris, Chefs

Daniel and Katie, and

Chef Barbara; but you

didn’t see our Chef  

Continued on Page 3
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1st Annual BBQ Cookoff

Our first goal was to provide a safe, entertaining

environment for Democrats to come together as we

all face the challenge of living through a pandemic.

Our second goal was to create an anchoring event

within the GCDP’s offering to engage with new

voters in an inclusive way for all. You all helped make

that happen! As I said at the BBQ, this marks a time

to re-engage, roll up your sleeves, and create the

change you want to see. Stay tuned for other events

as the year goes on, but make sure to put a hold on

your calendar as we will undoubtedly enjoy your

attendance at our 2nd Annual GCDP BBQ Cook-Off! 

Message from the Chair Continued from Page 2

organizing.” Finally, Victoria Andrews shared her

experience, “Thank you all! As newcomers to

Greenville, it was reassuring and energizing to meet

so many wonderful, thoughtful, fun people! I hope

that this will be, indeed, the 1st of many GCDP

BBQs!” Hugh Owens, our Runner up in the Cook-Off

competition, told us, “I’m so thankful for the

opportunity to have been part of the event. 300 is a

big WOW - we are growing. The proof is in the

numbers.”

We set out to accomplish two things with this event. 
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2021-22 Democratic Candidates

Lillian Brock Flemming
Democratic incumbent
Greenville City Council, District 2
Website | Facebook
Twitter | Instagram

Matthew Praytor
Candidate for Greenville
Commissioner of Public Works

LinkedIN | Twitter

Russell Stall
Democratic incumbent
Greenville City Council, At-large
Website | Facebook
Twitter | Instagram

2021 Municipal Elections

2022 SC Gubernatorial Race | Primary June 9, 2022

Joe Cunningham

Website | Facebook |Twitter |
Instagram| YouTube

Mia McLeod

Website | Facebook
Twitter | Instagram

Gary Votour

Website | Facebook
Twitter
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https://voteforlillian.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LillianBrockFlemming/
https://twitter.com/lillianflemming
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/lillianbrockflemming/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthew-praytor-668a206/
https://mobile.twitter.com/brucebrune
https://www.russellstall.com/
https://www.facebook.com/officialrussellstall/
https://twitter.com/russell_stall
https://www.instagram.com/russell.stall/
https://www.joeforsouthcarolina.com/
http://www.facebook.com/joecunninghamsc
http://www.twitter.com/joecunninghamsc
http://www.instagram.com/joecunninghamsc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcSm7Paa-nGMM7nraO8C2Hw/videos
https://www.miaforsc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/miaforsc/
https://twitter.com/MiaforSC
https://www.instagram.com/miaforsc/
https://www.instagram.com/miaforsc/
https://www.instagram.com/miaforsc/
https://www.instagram.com/miaforsc/
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WHAT WE'VE BEEN DOING
Joe Cunningham kicked off

his 46-county campaign for

SC governor at GATHER GVL

in May. A crowd of about 150

attended. Listen to his

remarks.

Following the mass

shooting of six Asian-

Americans in Atlanta,

the Greenville

community protested

Asian-Hate in late

March. Below, the

SCDP program

Register 46 to ramp

up voter registration

kicked off in Greenville

on June 5..

Moms Demand Action

commemorated Wear

Orange Day on June 4

with a gathering at the

Peace Center Plaza and

the traditional reading of

the names of those

Greenvillians lost to gun

violence. It is a moving

moment. Listen here.

Greenville welcomed Vice President
Kamala Harris on June 14. The veep was
in town to kick off a vaccine initiative -
"We Can Do it." The initiative is focused
on providing information and increasing
accessibility in states like ours where
vaccinations lag behind the national
averages. Right, Kamala greets GCDP
Chair Eli Valentin, who was political
director of her SC presidential campaign.

https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/joe-cunningham
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/wear-orange-2021
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Greenville Democrats celebrated a very special Juneteenth – the first time it was celebrated as a national
holiday. Gatherings were held throughout the Upstate, with a large event downtown. The GCDP also invited
a number of activists and advocates to offer their perspectives on Juneteenth. Those who contributed have
their perspectives on our website. Here are some snippets. Read the full piece here.

While I don’t negate the

importance of Independence

Day in our country, it is my hope

that our country soon realizes

the holiday doesn’t apply to

everyone. Nevertheless, from

this moment forth, Juneteenth

will be educated and

celebrated in my family as the

original “Freedom Day.”

-- Adriene Atkinson

On Juneteenth, we remember

our capacity to make real the

promise of America’s

founding, that thing inside

each of us that says our work

is not yet finished and that

compels us to fight on.

- Jalen Elrod

America is a place where everyone

can come and be themselves and not

suffer for their own individual

freedom. Let’s make Juneteenth a day

of human rights celebration for

everyone.

- Sharon Garrett

https://greenvilledemocrats.com/juneteenth-perspectives/
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Dem Women: Diverse, dedicated, and dynamic

By Mary Wright

President, Democratic Women of Greenville

County

As I began this year as your president, I gathered

a vibrant team of women to serve as chairs on

our board. The DWGC is currently run by a group

of deeply passionate and wildly talented women.

This team has enabled us to advocate, volunteer,

network, give back to our community, meet, and

socialize together. And it shows! Our

membership is growing by leaps and bounds.  

I am pleased to introduce to you our 2021 chairs

who serve alongside your elected officers.

Please join us in welcoming them to our

leadership team! 

 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee - Tonjalyn

Cokley

Ways and Means - Helen Nixon & Sadie Carter

Legislative - Linda Hardman

Political Action - Recruitment – Susan Riordan

Publicity & Public Relations – Lucille Herwald

Events Planning/Luncheon – Emily Webb

 

Here are some brief highlights of our

accomplishments since the beginning of the

year.

 

Your leadership team jumped right in and has

actively been providing learning and

enlightening programs for our monthly

membership meetings, kept you abreast of

legislative issues daily, and has actively

supported campaigns of local candidates for

elected office while identifying ways for us to

serve on local Boards and Commissions. When it

comes to the latest news and events to watch

for, our newsletter and publicity team strive to

keep members well informed and up to date.

 

Right now, the Ways and Means team is hard at

work planning fundraising and special events

for this year and beyond. Soon, we will hear

more about what events they have planned for

us. 

TOGETHER AGAIN

As more people are vaccinated and the

possibility of COVID-19 is diminishing, we see

the possibility of coming together, in-person,

sometime this fall. As many of you are aware, it

looks like the West End Community Center is no

longer available and is set for demolition in the

next few months. As we prepare for in-person

monthly membership luncheons, the Kroc Center

of Greenville has graciously worked with us to

make this a reality. When it is safe, we plan to

begin our luncheon meeting at the Kroc Center

on Westfield Street!

 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

In January, our leadership team made the

decision to update/revise our governing Bylaws.

It was time...and to accomplish this, a very

dedicated committee was formed to revise our

document. After months of hard work, they have

completed the revisions and will present the

document to membership for approval very

soon. Members will receive the revised Bylaws

in their email or by mail. Please complete the

form, vote, and return prior to our next

membership meeting on June 14th. 

 

SUPPORTING ADVOCACY 

The 2022 elections are just a stone's throw away!

Today, we are actively participating in GCDP

activities, voter registration, and other

grassroots initiatives. A newly formed

committee will be heading up our advocacy and

activism efforts. If you feel passionate about

helping us build stronger ties in our community

and grassroots initiatives, PLEASE JOIN US!
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Young Dems get busy with energy and enthusiasm

By Kirsten Pruitt

Chair, Young Democrats of Greenville County 

                    

The past few months have been a crazy blur for the Young

Democrats of Greenville County. I was appointed Interim Chair

back in February, and officially elected on April 7. We’ve been

busy since then. At the April 7 election, Derrick Quarles was

elected 1st Vice Chair, Jonah Simmons as 2nd Vice Chair, and

Shadae Boakye-Yiadom as Secretary & Treasurer.  

       

Right away, we registered with the state as an official

organization, which allowed us to open a bank account and

start fundraising. You can donate to us via ActBlue. We

created a website, visit us at www.youngdemsgvl.com! We’re

getting our own t-shirts as well. All of this is to create visibility

for our chapter so that we can recruit new members and

continue to grow as an organization. We attended the

Juneteenth Freedom Day Celebration at the Peace Center,

where we set up a table and spoke with attendees.

It’s also been an exciting time for us as things continue to open

back up. We held a social soon after I became Chair, we then

did a postcard drive about a month later. We held our first in

person meeting in over a year in June. It was a great

opportunity for us to get to know each other beyond Zoom. It

was also great to showcase the remodel of GCDP

headquarters. We will continue to use HQ for our meetings on

the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.   

We’ve been working with Register 46 as well. At the beginning

of June, we attended the kickoff event at the Phyllis Wheatley

Center. Several of our members came and we were able to go

out into the community and register voters. On July 31st, we are

having a Day of Action with Register 46 where we’ll be

canvassing neighborhoods.   

            

We are partnering with the Young Democrats of Spartanburg-

Cherokee for our Day of Action, working together for a better

Upstate. We believe partnerships are part of the key to our

success and a goal of ours is to grow existing partnerships and

create new ones. Our July monthly meeting is a joint one with

the Young Democrats of Anderson, Oconee, and Pickens.

Upcoming elections have us fired up as well. Our 1st Vice Chair

is running for SC House District 25 and we’re looking forward to

getting involved in that race. We’ve also been attending some

of Joe Cunningham for Governor’s local events, and, on July 17, 

we’re hosting a meet and greet with Joe for people who sign

up to volunteer on his campaign. We’re excited to start to work

on other campaigns as well so we can turn SC blue!

Our board is heading to Cincinnati, OH, in August for the

Young Democrats of America’s Convention. We’ll be there for

four days and we’ll have the opportunity to network with other

Democrats from across the country, learn from training and

speakers, and come back as a better board ready to serve

Greenville County.

In the coming months, we’re looking forward to continuing to

register voters, working with local elections, and recruiting more

members to our organization. We’re also looking forward to

working with all of you!

To connect with Young Dems, email Kirsten at

youngdems@greenvilledemocrats.com

Kirsten, left, and Shadae, center, lead Young Dems out to
canvass for voters at the Register 46 kickoff in June.

Young Dems of SC Win Outstanding Chartered Unit

mailto:youngdems@greenvilledemocrats.com
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/youngdemsgvl
http://www.youngdemsgvl.com/
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Education and empowerment top GCDBC agenda

By Whitney Wright

Vice Chair, Greenville County Democratic Black Caucus

In March 2021, the Greenville County Democratic Black

Caucus hosted a virtual forum entitled, 'Black Girl Magic:

Greenville.' During this event, Moderator and then-

GCDBC Secretary Whitney Wright interviewed featured

panelists on issues that are most pressing to black women

today. Panelists included Dr. Sarina Brown (NP) on health

and wellness, Rep. Chandra Dillard on education and

legislation, Rashida Jeffers-Campbell on STEAM careers,

and Tiffany Santagati-Simpson on Banking and Personal

Finances. 

Anyone can see the recording from this forum here.

The April 2021 'Fireside Chat' that took place between

GCDBC Chair Kwadjo Campbell and NAACP-Greenville

Branch President Rev. JM Flemming, on the influence of

the Black church with regards to voter engagement, was

enlightening and forced those watching to consider more

extreme measures with regard to delivering messaging for

empowering communities and constituents alike. The 

 

recording of this session can be viewed here.

May 2021 forum brought a discussion on Equal Pay for

Women, again moderated by GCDBC Secretary Whitney

Wright, and included perspectives on legislation in-

process, statistical data, and support for bills that have

been presented from Rep. Wendy Brawley, Rep. Chandra

Dillard, and Courtney Thomas, Director of

Communications at the SC Women's Rights Empowerment

Network (WREN). One can watch this conversation by

clicking the link here.

June's Monthly General Membership meeting again took

place virtually through Zoom on the 17th and was led by

GCDBC Black Agenda Education Chair Stacey Mars. This

month's focus was on Criminal Justice Reform and

Economic Development in Greenville and the recording

was broadcast via FaceBook LIVE!, but you can see it

online here.

To connect with the Democratic Black Caucus, email

Chair Kwadjo Campbell at kwadjoc@gmail.com.

 

A screen grab from the DBC's virtual program on Black Girl Magic.

https://fb.watch/60ycHM3od1/
https://fb.watch/60ycHM3od1/
https://fb.watch/60ycHM3od1/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenvilleSCDBC/videos/404425647866895.
https://www.facebook.com/GreenvilleSCDBC/videos/404425647866895.
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Advocacy organizations need you!
Now that we are out of the house - at least for the moment - you might be looking for some things to do. Lots of

activist and advocacy groups in Greenville need your help from donating, to subscribing, to volunteering. This is just

a partial list and we will keep adding to it on our website. Compiled by Nagiah Ferrell.

Black Lives Matter

Mission: ”Black LivesMatter

was founded in 2013 in

response to the acquittal of

Trayvon Martin’s murderer. It is

now a global organization

whose mission is "to eradicate 

white supremacy and build local power to intervene in

violence inflicted on Black communities by the state and

vigilantes."

Why they do it: The Black Lives Matter Movement promotes

racial equality through education and social activism, and

pushes for Black voices to be heard in addition to helping

address the over policing of black neighborhoods

How to get involved: Connect with the Upstate Black Lives

Matter Facebook page to see all of their upcoming events

and workshops. 

How to connect: Facebook | Instagram | Twitter | Email:

Greenvilleblm@gmail.com

Mission: Mission: Freedom

Fighters Upstate SC is a

volunteer organizationthat

consists of dedicated

individuals who have joined

together to promote peace,

unity and justice for all on 

Freedom Fighters

both a local and national level. Founded by Traci Fant, the

organization's name was chosen due to the fact that Traci

was given the nickname "Freedom Fighter" by civil rights

leader, former presidential candidate, and Greenville

native Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr.

Why we do it: Founder Traci Fant explains: “We saw a

need in the community and wanted to meet that need.” In

addition to helping the community, Traci pointed out that,

in order to see change, the Freedom Fighters want to be a

“committed constant in the community.”

How we do it: The organization’s primary goal is to create

a “safer, more powerful community.” Projects include 

employment assistance, promoting unity within the

community and working to attain justice for those “who

suffer injustices in our community,” working to end police

brutality, and promoting equal rights for all people.

How to get involved: Sign up for emails from Freedom

Fighters on their website. You can also sign up to volunteer

and get information about upcoming events and meetings. 

How to connect: Facebook | Website 

Hispanic Alliance

Mission: “Our organization is

nonpartisan and is a faithful

advocate for diversity,

equality, acceptance, and

understanding. Our network

advocates particularly for

those who have left their 

countries behind – as well as their families, friends, and

culture – to pursue better opportunities for their children,

just like previous generations did. Our mission is, ultimately,

about embracing the American dream."

Why we do it: The Hispanic Alliance strives to be a bridge

to other organizations to eliminate barriers.

How we do it: The Hispanic Alliance builds community

teams that work to connect people with resources,

education, and opportunities to advocate for their rights.

As well as building the Hispanic Alliance Network, which is

a network of people within and around the Hispanic

community, they focus on serving the most vulnerable

among us, nurturing each other, and welcoming the entire

Upstate community.

How to get involved: Contact the Hispanic Alliance

through their website. There you can get information on

current issues and help on how to reach the appropriate

elected officials. You can sign up to volunteer, or donate

to support the organization’s work. Current major advocacy

efforts center around protecting the futures for Dreamers,

standing with the Black community and Black Lives Matter

to fight against racism, and increasing awareness of

immigration rights particularly at the Southern US border.  

How to connect: Facebook | Instagram | Website

https://greenvilledemocrats.com/advocacy-organizations-in-the-upstate/
https://www.facebook.com/upstateblm/
https://www.facebook.com/upstateblm/
https://www.instagram.com/greenvilleblacklivesmatter/
https://twitter.com/864GBLM
https://www.facebook.com/freedomfighterssc1
http://www.freedomfightersupstate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HispanicAllianceSC
https://www.instagram.com/hispanicalliancesc/
https://www.hispanicalliancesc.com/


How to get involved: Pride Link is actively looking for

volunteers. Follow them on Facebook and Instagram for up

to date information, and share it with your network.

Donations can be made on their website. 

How to connect: Facebook | Instagram | Twitter |

Website
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Advocacy organizations need you! (Continued)

Moms Demand
Action

Mission: Moms Demand

Action is a grassroots

movement that works across

the country to fight for public 

safety measures and stronger gun laws to protect people

from gun violence. They advocate in state legislatures and

Congress and work to close the loopholes that allow

uncontrolled gun violence to flourish in the US. 

Why we do it: To make America safe with gun safety laws

that protect everyone.

How we do it: Moms Demand Action works to achieve its

goal in a number of ways including researching gun

violence in our society, providing educational materials and

information to help individuals advocate, training

volunteers, and working actively in state legislatures to

follow legislation, provide actionable information to

members, and to aggressively advocate for gun safety and

security. 

How to get involved: There are several chapters active in

the Upstate, but you can connect with the Upstate group

through Facebook. The national organization’s website has

research papers and advocacy information as well as the

opportunity to donate and support the organization’s work. 

You don’t have to be part of an organization to work for

gun safety. Contact Senators Lindsay Graham and Tim

Scott and tell them you want to see the Background Check

Completion Act passed in this session. It’s S.591 and will

close the Charleston loophole that allowed Dylan Roof to

purchase a handgun without a completed background

check. Roof went on to kill nine parishoners in a prayer

group at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston in 2015. 

How to connect: Facebook | Website

Pride Link

Mission: To improve the

quality of life for all LGBTQ+

individuals in the Upstate.

How we do it: Pride Link

offers community-based 

programs and services to address the health, wellness, and

access needs of LGBTQ+ people through online connections

and a Mobile Community Center. The MCC brings social

and medical services to LGBTQ+ individuals throughout the

10 counties of the Upstate. In addition to providing health

services such as HIV and mental health screenings, the

Mobile Community Center brings social support and

connections. 

Women's Rights
and Empowerment
Network (WREN)

Mission: “WREN, the Women’s

Rights and Empowerment

Network, is a South Carolina-

based network whose mission

is to build a movement to 

advance the health, economic well-being, and rights of

South Carolina’s women, girls, and their families.”

How they do it: WREN advocates for policies and laws

that will improve the status of women and girls - socially,

medically, and in the workplace. WREN builds connections

with communities, advocates, and organizations to

maximize its impact on important legislation in Columbia,

and locally across the state.

How to get involved: You can be involved in many ways.

Help WREN continue its work by becoming a donor. But

you can get more involved by learning about their issues

(the WREN website is a trove of information, white papers,

presentations and other documents on women’s issues),

volunteering with the organization, signing up for their

email list and becoming an active advocate. 

How to connect: Facebook | Instagram | Twitter |

Website 

https://www.facebook.com/pridelinksc
https://www.instagram.com/pridelinksc/
https://twitter.com/pride_link
https://pridelink.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1719060978156892
https://momsdemandaction.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WomensRightsandEmpowermentNetwork
https://www.facebook.com/WomensRightsandEmpowermentNetwork
https://www.instagram.com/wrenetwork/
https://twitter.com/WRENetwork
https://www.scwren.org/
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Greenville turns out to honor Lillian Brock Flemming
By Kate Franch

On a recent balmy Saturday evening, close to 300

hometown fans of the Honorable Dr. Lillian Brock Flemming

filled the decked-out concourse of Fluor Field at the West

End to thank her for 40 pivotal years of service on

Greenville City Council.  

The crowd included current and past council members,

civic, business, and political leaders, community organizers

and minority entrepreneurs, and developers and residents

of the city’s “special emphasis neighborhoods.” They broke

bread together and feted this remarkable trailblazer. Since

1981, Councilwoman Brock Flemming has been our “Home

Team Champion” – bringing people together throughout

her tenure to build bridges, resolve issues, and create

cohesion around a vision of a city that safeguards and

sustains all of her citizens.

Lillian was prompted to run for municipal office to provide

a community voice in response to the council’s agenda of

clearing neighborhoods of slum and blight. In addition, the

federal government was planning a major highway through

Greenville that would have erased the Southernside

neighborhood in which she grew up and continues to live.

At the time, she was a young wife in the last term of

pregnancy with her first child and teaching school. Along

the way, Lillian served with 33 council members, including

the first female majority council in 1999, and four mayors. 

“Yeah, That Greenville’s” neighborhoods today are

flourishing, Southernside has survived and been

reconnected via the Xanthene Sayles Norris Pedestrian

Bridge, and the city is touted far and wide for its amenities

and friendliness. Lillian has helped to guide many of her

major economic development projects: the Poinsett Hotel,

Greenville Mall, Haywood Mall, Falls Park, Fluor Field, the

annexation of Verdae properties, the Shops at Greenridge,

CU-ICAR, River Place, and now Unity Park. She served

thirty-nine consecutive years as the longest-serving board

member of SC-TAC, and was named Director Emeritus, the

sole female of the four who have received this distinction.

All of these accomplishments and more were celebrated,

in person and on video, by colleagues and friends during

the tribute evening. Rep. Chandra Dillard, who served on

City Council with Lillian from 1999 to 2008, presided over

the three-hour affair. Councilman Ennis Fant presented a

proclamation from Greenville County Council.

Other speakers included Craig Brown; Susan Shi; 

 Councilors Dorothy Dowe and Russell Stall; former

Councilwomen Diane Smock, Michelle Shain, Jil Littlejohn

Bostick, and Gaye Sprague; gubernatorial candidate Joe

 

 Cunningham; SCDP Chair Trav Robertson; James Jordon;

Gen. Mastin Robeson; Steve Navarro; and Sarah Reese. 

Tiffany Santagati-Simpson, Greenville Housing Fund Vice

President of Operations, announced the Lillian's Legacy

Fund that will provide owner-occupied rehabilitation

resources to help Greenville residents stay in their homes.

The fund will accept tax-deductible donations through

December 31, 2021. 

In addition, nineteen Champion Table sponsors shared

seats at their tables with members of groups for which

Lillian has advocated through the years, such as seniors,

veterans, Blue Star Mothers, Girl Scouts, and Greenville’s

12 “special emphasis neighborhoods.” Their generosity

allowed the wonderful diversity that comprises Greenville

to shine brightly and, together, to congratulate an inspiring

leader on an amazing four decades of altruism and

achievement.

https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/gvlhousingfund
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12

19

Calendar: What's going on?
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Straight Talk 2021: Structural Racism 
 Series -- 3rd night in the series, 6:30-8pm, 
 Furman's Riley Institute.  Registration is 
 virtual for the general public.

Hispanic Alliance Monthly Virtual Network
 Meeting @ 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm. Register.

SC House of Representatives public hearing
on redistricting, 6-8pm, Greenville Senior High 
School Auditorium, 1 Vardry St., Gvl. Testify 
in-person or submit written testimony at the 
hearing or by email: redistricting@schouse.gov

9
GCDP 2nd Thursday Conversation. Topic: 
 Education through the pandemic. 6 p.m. 
 Join Zoom meeting.
 

Greenville City Council
Meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month. 3:30 pm is
a work session; 5:30 pm is a formal meeting. Agendas
and meeting information available online.

Young Democrats of Greenville County
Meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Email
youngdems@greenvilledemocrats.com for a Zoom link.

Greenville County Democratic Black Caucus
Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. Email
whitney.wrightsc@gmail.com for a Zoom link.

Democratic Women of Greenville County
Meets the 2nd Monday of each month at noon. Members
will receive a Zoom link to the meeting via email. Or
contact demwomen@greenvilledemocrats.com.

GCDP Volunteer Huddle
Meets the last Wednesday of each month at 7 pm.
Register online to receive the Zoom link.

GCDP Monthly Breakfast
We gather for breakfast - currently virtually - on the 4th
Saturday of each month at 9 am. Join at this link:
http://bit.ly/gcdp-breakfast.

 NAACP Greenville Branch August Virtual
 Meeting @ 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm. Zoom Link

GCDP 2nd Thursday Conversation
Occurs on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
Check our online calendar for updated links each
month

Democratic Women of Greenville Co. 
Meet & Greet with SC candidates and local
elected officials. 2:30pm - 6:30pm, heavy hors
d'oeuvres, $25/member. Bring your friends who
are interested in becoming a DWGC member!
Register.  This event will take the place of their
monthly membership meeting.

https://greenvilledemocrats.com/event/gcdp-july-breakfast/
https://www.furman.edu/riley/speaker-award-events/speaker-events/straighttalk-2021-structural-racism/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_828i3jm3RauFVDKKuhZGfQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_828i3jm3RauFVDKKuhZGfQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84527820402?pwd=R0IzcFU3MjV0eUtObnh4N2ZxVmdVZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84527820402?pwd=R0IzcFU3MjV0eUtObnh4N2ZxVmdVZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84527820402?pwd=R0IzcFU3MjV0eUtObnh4N2ZxVmdVZz09
https://www.greenvillesc.gov/283/City-Council
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJApd-qqqDspHNetgYruBBolC5iwIhl9Tjx2
http://bit.ly/gcdp-breakfast.
https://zoom.us/j/74518134496?pwd=TUlnUHBuMk1iZEg1TmNPNlkyRWdrUT09
https://www.greenvilledemocrats.com/events
https://demwomengvl.wufoo.com/forms/k1n93mqh15n01t1/?fbclid=IwAR0NsGLEfWgs8vvQ_QBphgPTyWQ3GFuSSUwz-bsy3b6FNKaymAdBsWIWX2s
Cancelled
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Veterans and politics was the focus of our July 2nd Thursday

conversation. A panel of military veterans discussed returning

to life after deployment and ways to become politically active.

Panelists included Hao Wu & Shantell Smith.

The Bray | Summer 2021

ICYMI

Phil Ford of the Alliance for Full Acceptance was the

guest speaker at the June GCDP virtual breakfast.

Ford has been a vocal advocate for LGBTQ+ rights for

years in SC. He detailed some of his lobbying efforts in

the SC legislature. 

We celebrated Pride Month in June with a panel

representing South Carolina’s growing LGBTQ+

population. Jarrod Wiggins, Greenville activist, advocate,

political organizer, and founder of the Podmetto Politics

podcast; Pat Patterson, theater professor, and LGBTQ

activists known for raising awareness through his drag

queen alter eo – Patti O’Furniture; and Regina Duggins,

founder of Charleston Black Pride among many other

activities, discussed the journey and the challenges it’s

been necessary to overcome. 

We had a dynamic conversation with five Black women

representing a variety of personal and professional experiences in

May. Their paths were often different, but the undercurrents of

their experiences were decidedly similar. It was a powerful and

energetic event filled with positivism and shared purpose.

Panelists: Dr. Shaniece Criss, Stacey Mars, Shirley Scott, Ebony

Sullivan, and Whitney Wright.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NF3gGmmaGRI
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/veterans-and-politics
https://youtu.be/WmxiKMqrdlU
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/veterans-and-politics
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/0621-breakfast-audio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzHlXbUb5TY
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/being-proud-a-2nd-thursday-conversation
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/0621-breakfast-audio
https://youtu.be/Kijk71Xk2dE
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/black-women-today
https://soundcloud.com/gvldem/0621-breakfast-audio


T h e  B r a y  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G r e e n v i l l e  C o u n t y  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  1 3 0 0 - J   E .  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  G r e e n v i l l e ,  S C  2 9 6 0 7 ,

p h o n e  2 5 2 - 5 5 3 1 ,  R o x a n n e  C o r d o n i e r ,  e d i t o r ;  S u s a n  H u f f a k e r  a n d  L u c i l l e  H e r w a l d ,  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  l a y o u t ;  E l a i n e  M c G r a t h ,

d i s t r i b u t i o n .  T h e  G C D P  o f f i c e  i s  o p e n  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  f r o m  9  a . m .  t o  3  p . m .

G R E E N V I L L E  C O U N T Y  D E M O C R A T I C  P A R T Y

1 3 0 0  E .  W A S H I N G T O N  S T .  # J

( 8 6 4 )  2 3 2 - 5 5 3 1

H T T P S : / / G R E E N V I L L E D E M O C R A T S . C O M /

Thank you, donors!

ELI VALENTIN

Chair

RUTH TODD

1st Vice Chair

SHARON GARRETT

2nd Vice Chair

JONATHON SWEENEY

3rd Vice Chair

KATE FRANCH

Secretary

EBONY SULLIVAN

Treasurer

KATY LENTZ

State Executive Com. Delegate

PAUL MERLO

State Executive Com. Delegate

ANITA LEBOLD

State Executive Com. Alternate

ERIC GRABEN

State Executive Com. Alternate

JEANMARIE TANKERSLY

Voter Protection Chair

P A R T Y  L E A D E R S H I P  
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Donate Now

March
Recurring: Leila Aziz, Phil Beckwith, Christina Belge, Kathleen Bitsura,

Ruth Burley, Democratic Women of Greenville County, David Cross,

Cynthia Gibson, Cindy Henry, John Hester, Woodrow Hill, Jeanette

Jacobs, Kinard Johnson, Sharon Klompus, Nadia Land-Greene, North

Greenville County Democrats, Ashley Newton, Evelyn Nocella, Becky

Owens, Susan Riordan, Amy Sutherland, Jeanmarie Tankersley, Ruth

Todd, Coreen Urbina, Elias Valentin II. Monthly: Kathy Foggie, Leslie

Johnson, Caroline “Kitty” Mattos, Amanda McDougald Scott, Shirley

Scott, Gail Thomas, Luz Valentin, Victoria Valentin.

April
Recurring: Leila Aziz, Phil Beckwith, Christina Belge, Kathleen Bitsura,

Ruth Burley, David Cross, Cynthia Gibson, Cindy Henry, John Hester,

Woodrow Hill, Kinard Johnson, Nadia Land-Greene, Janet Lomicka, North

Greenville Democrats, Ashley Newton, Evelyn Nocella, Becky Owens,

Susan Riordan, Amy Sutherland, Jeanmarie Tankersley, Ruth Todd,

Coreen Urbina. Monthly: Phil Beckwith, Edith Chou, Leslie Johnson,

Sharon Klompus, Ashley Newton, Vera Stang

May
Recurring: Leila Aziz, Phil Beckwith, Christina Belge, Kathleen Bitsura,

Ruth Burley, David Cross, Cynthia Gibson, Cindy Henry, John Hester,

Woodrow Hill, Kinard Johnson, Nadia Land-Greene, Janet Lomicka, Ashley

Newton, Evelyn Nocella, North Greenville County Democrats, Becky

Owens, Susan Riordan, Amy Sutherland, Jeanmarie Tankersley, Ruth

Todd, Coreen Urbina. Monthly: Cecilia Chamberlain, Melinda Dukes

June
Recurring: Leila Aziz, Phil Beckwith, Christina Belge, Kathleen Bitsura,

Ruth Burley, David Cross, Cynthia Gibson, Cindy Henry, John Hester,

Woodrow Hill, Kinard Johnson, Nadia Land-Greene, Janet Lomicka, Ashley

Newton, Evelyn Nocella, North Greenville County Democrats, Becky

Owens, Susan Riordan, Amy Sutherland, Jeanmarie Tankersley, Ruth

Todd, Coreen Urbina.
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https://www.instagram.com/gvldem/
https://www.facebook.com/GVLDem
https://twitter.com/GVLDem
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/puerto-ricans-workers-crisis-fund?eType=EmailBl%20astContent&eId=13388b4d-3ede-4b9a-bccb-27dc1313263b
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1300+E+Washington+St,+Greenville,+SC+29607/@34.8499194,-82.3828272,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x88582e2c03da61b7:0x8d2534a3558111fe!2s1300+E+Washington+St,+Greenville,+SC+29607!3b1!8m2!3d34.8496211!4d-82.3827964!3m4!1s0x88582e2c03da61b7:0x8d2534a3558111fe!8m2!3d34.8496211!4d-82.3827964
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1

