


someone who looked like me in a space where someday I hoped to be. It was inspiring.

Representation matters. If I didn’t know this fundamental principle before, it was etched into my mind from then on. After listening

to Jaime, I had all the motivation I needed to dive deeper into the political arena, leery but hopeful at the possibilities.  

 

Jaime is someone who understands what our communities need.  He understands hard work. He connects with people through his

humanity.  His care and love for this state are authentic and infectious. He is always smiling and enthusiastic in every interaction

that I've had with him over these past five years. I’ve seen him do

it with so many others.  

 

He is the real deal. 

 

One of the things I admire most about Jaime is his ability to lift others up. Once he made a seat for himself at the table, he

didn’t stop there, he made sure to bring others along with him. He brought a chair for me and for anyone who actually knows me

this is a driving purpose for me as I continue my walk in politics.  

 

He’s been extremely influential in my life, helping me navigate politics from the human perspective. Not only the fun

parts, but also some of the not-so-fun parts. There’s the business side of politics, the dealing with detractors, and learning how to

exist in a space where folks verbally say they want to see people of color, but their actions belie their rhetoric, which often works

against this critical element within the realm of inclusion.  

 

The more important thing that both he and our current chairman, Trav Robertson, have imparted to me is their wisdom on how to

lead, as your chair.

 

For all of the reasons shared in this piece and many, many more I am so enthusiastic to vote for Jamie as our next senator.  He is

the leader we deserve! Vote for all of our amazing Democratic candidates and let’s elect folks who will lead with

integrity, passion, and vision as we continue to transform Greenville County. 
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From the chair
Jaime inspired me; now he inspires us all

My first experience in South

Carolina politics came when I

attended a meeting held by

the SCDP in early 2015. At the

time there was a young,

energetic, and brilliant

chairman who was leading the

party.

When I walked into this

meeting a flood of emotions

came over me as I saw Jaime Harrison at a Greenville fundraiser in 2019

Democratically yours,

Elias “Eli” Valentin II

Chairman
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There's just two weeks to Election Day and the final push is on. Help carry these Greenville Democrats over

the finish line by volunteering to help.

Jevarus Howard is running for the

SC House in District 19, his

campaign is phone banking

during the week and doing

literature drops on Saturday.

Email the campaign for more info

at howardfor19@gmail.com
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Calendar: Get Active with Candidates, GCDP

Sign up to no-contact canvass

for Kim Nelson for US Congress

and let's send Bill Timmons home! 

Michael McCord is working hard

to be elected to the SC State

Senate in District 5. You can

phone bank for Michael

anywhere including at home.  
Find events and sign up 

Find events and sign up 

Dr. Dawn Bingham is running for

SC Senate in the 12th District.

She needs you to make calls -

from home - to her voters! 

Find events and sign up 

Hao Wu is running for the SC

State Senate in District 6. The Wu

campaign is doing literature

drops every Saturday in October.

Find events and sign up 

Farris Steele Johnson is the

Democratic candidate for

Greenville County Council in

District 20, you can help with

literature drops during the week

and on Saturdays and Sundays.

Find events and sign up 

Amanda McDougald Scott is

running for Greenville County

Council District 24, click on the

link to sign up to canvass for

Amanda. 

Find events and sign up 

Samantha Wallace is the

Democratic candidate for

Greenville County Council District

22. The Wallace campaign needs

volunteers for literature drops

every Saturday and Sunday.

Find events and sign up 

Will Morin is the Democratic

candidate for County Council

District 27. He's got phone

banking opportunities weeknights

to Election Day. 

Find events and sign up 

Got a question about voting this year, or experience a problem

at the polls? Call the SCDP's Voter Protection Hotline. It's open

every day there's voting during the voting hours. Want to

volunteer to help? Find out how on Page 10. 

https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/?tribe-bar-search=Kim+Nelson
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/?tribe-bar-search=Michael+Mccord
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/?tribe-bar-search=Dawn+Bingham
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/?tribe-bar-search=Hao+Wu
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/2020-09/?tribe-bar-date=2020-09&tribe-bar-search=Farris+Steele+Johnson
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/2020-09/?tribe-bar-date=2020-09&tribe-bar-search=Amanda+McDougald+Scott
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/events/?tribe-bar-search=Samantha+Wallace
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/tag/will-morin/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
https://www.mobilize.us/scdp2020cc/event/283331/
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October

27

24

November (con't)

27

8

9

3

November

19
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Calendar: What's going on?

Greenville County Democratic Black Caucus
monthly meeting, 6 PM, 207 Stone Avenue,
Greenville 29601, all are welcome! Call 864-270-
3784 for more info.

9-10:30 AM, GCDP Monthly virtual breakfast
meeting, our last gathering before Election Day.
Our featured speakers will be our State House
and county council candidates. Join our virtual
meeting on Zoom.

Tell Them Tuesdays, Noon-1 PM, bring your
own sign and join the weekly peaceful protest
against Trump, Graham, Scott, and McMaster
and the failed Republican policies that
negatively impact our state. 130 S. Main Street,
downtown Greenville.

October is now VOTEOBER, as we take part in early voting and prepare for Election Day. Make a plan to vote, take
a friend with you. Find your polling place and more at www.votebluess.com. 

Trivia Tuesdays, 7-8:30 PM,  join like minded
friends for a test of your general trivia
knowledge in a fun-filled, virtual trivia night
hosted via Zoom. Purchase tickets online. $10. 

The Greenville branch of the NAACP
hosts the biennial election of officers and
executive committee members. More
information.

Join Democratic Women of Greenville
County for their virtual monthly meeting at
noon to discuss election results, take
nominations from the floor and vote on our
new slate of officers for 2021-22.  Sign up.

ELECTION DAY!! Polls are open from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. If you are in line at 7 p.m., you will be
permitted to vote. Get more information
about voting on our website, on Pages 5-7,
and final list of polling places on Pages 8-10

ICYMI: Catch up on October

The first event in the GCDP's Equal Justice Forum series was
Democracy at a Crossroads, moderated by former federal
judge, Ricardo Urbina. Watch the replay.

Winning was on the menu at our September breakfast. We
welcomed SCDP Executive Director Jay Parmley, who
discussed the state of the US Senate race and others down
ticket. We also heard from candidates for Congress and the
state Senate. Catch up with the replay.

https://greenvilledemocrats.com/who-we-are/democratic-black-caucus/
https://zoom.us/j/96168170208?pwd=dnZrYktGYUYzTExkOFZ5TlBiUm5YQT09
http://www.votebluesc.com/
https://gcdp-trivia-tuesday.eventbrite.com/
https://greenvillenaacp5522.org/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUocOmoqzouGNfI7mMNA17ALnG4MxS5vCvh
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/equal-justice-forums/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/scdps-jay-parmlee-at-gcdp-breakfast/


Former County Chair Kate Franch is our go-to resource for information about all things

election-related. She is also the GCDP liaison to the county Election Office. So listen

up as she addresses some of the issues/questions we've been seeing so far.

Q. What if I've moved within the

county or changed my name and

haven't updated voter registration?

A. There are a couple of options but

your best bet is to go to County

Square on Election Day where you can

update your registration and cast your

ballot at the same time.
Still need an absentee ballot?

The deadline to apply is Saturday, Oct.

24, at 5 p.m. You can request a ballot

in person at County Square, online at

scvotes.gov, or by calling the Election

Office at 864.467.7250.

Your ballot will be mailed to you, but

the recommendation is that you get

your voted ballot in the mail by Oct. 27

– the week before Election Day. 

If the turnaround seems too tight, drop

your ballot off at County Square by 7

p.m. Nov. 3.

Q. Why are the lines so long?

A. A combination of a lot of energized

voters eager to cast their ballot and

an increase in the time it takes to

check in voters. It is taking poll workers

three to four times longer for this

qualification process, due to slower 

computer processing times. Being

prepared for delays will help, so bring

a chair, umbrella (portable shade),

water, and your valid, unexpired

photo ID. You can go to any of the

locations. So far Mt. Pleasant has had

the shortest lines.

Q. Who can witness my absentee

ballot?

A. Anyone with an address. Your

spouse, neighbor, or Amazon delivery

person are all OK. The problem is

always in the details, so make sure

your witness writes their address in full  

under the signature line.  Don't forget

to seal your ballot in the inner security

envelope and sign the voter's oath on

the outside envelope. You do not need

to add any postage to the envelope.

It's paid for by the state.

A. A lot of people are asking this question. Take your

absentee ballot to County Square, directly to the

Election Office, Suite 1900. They will give you an

authorization to vote. You can then present that when

you go to vote either in person at County Square or one

of the four satellite locations, or on Election Day at

your precinct polling place. (See Pages 8-10).

If you have voted your absentee ballot and want to

return it in person you can drop it off at any of the 5

locations without waiting in line. At all locations, you

will hand your ballot to a poll worker, who will check

your photo ID and timestamp it as received.
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ASK KATE!

Q. I have an absentee ballot but I've decided to vote in person. What do I do with the ballot I was mailed?

Get the satellite locations and

addresses

Q. I'm returning my ballot and my

husband's to County Square. What

do I need?

A. You can return a ballot for anyone

but you must have their written

permission. That's the yellow sheet that

comes with your absentee ballot. It

must be fully completed and signed by

both the voter whose ballot you are

returning and you.

You'll also need your valid and

unexpired voter ID. You do not need

the ID of the voter whose ballot you

are returning. Just yours. And since

most of us carry our driver's license

and other identification, that shouldn't

be a problem. Right?

More on next page

http://www.scvotes.gov/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/


Former County Chair Kate

Franch is our go-to

resource for information

about all things election-

related. She is also the

GCDP liaison to the

county Election Office. 

If you are voting on Election Day, the qualifying (check-in)

process will look a bit different, and that’s not just because

of the COVID-19 health protocols being followed at the

polling sites.  

Poll workers will be using new “E-Poll Book”stations (not

the familiar laptop) to confirm your voter registration

status, determine your ballot style (reflects the candidates

running in your particular set of political districts from

congressional to school board seats), and mark you as a

voter. Greenville County has 347 ballot styles this election!

You will no longer sign a paper poll list that contains the

voter’s oath; instead, you will use a stylus to sign directly on

the “E-Poll Book” touchscreen. Poll workers will sanitize the

stylus after each voter.

In addition, the number of your ballot style will be printed

on the ballot card that will be handed to you at the

completion of qualification.  That number will be read

by the ballot-marking device (BMD) when you insert it to

begin voting and pull up what should be your correct

ballot. 

If you do not see a candidate you were expecting to see

on your ballot, ask for assistance from the poll workers. 

You are allowed to take a voting guide into the voting

“booth” – it can be anything from a handwritten list of your

candidate choices to a printed guide provided to you.

If you choose to vote using the straight-ticket option at

the beginning of the voting process, then all candidates of

the political party you chose will be automatically selected

for you in the following races/districts.  

As you scroll through the pages, those candidates should

have a check mark next to their name. You may unselect

one if you prefer to not vote for them or to split your vote

and select a candidate of a different party.  Nonpartisan

candidates, such as those running for school board, will be

listed on the last couple of pages.

Be sure to review your selections on the ballot marking

device screen before you hit “print,” then review the

printed ballot before you go to the scanner.  If at any

point you have a question about what you see on the

BMD screen or your ballot card, then ask for

assistance.  Once you insert your ballot into the

scanner, your vote is recorded and no changes can be

made.

Voting on Election Day? 
You'll see some changes and more long lines
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Simpsonville Activity and Senior

Center, 310 W Curtis Street,

Simpsonville 29681

Pleasant Community Center, 710 S

Fairfield Road, Greenville 29605

Renfrew Baptist Church, 951 Geer

Highway, Travelers Rest 29690

Tryon Recreation Center, 226

Oakland Avenue, Greer 29650

Every day is Election Day this year since

all voters are now permitted to vote

early in person using the "State of

Emergency" excuse.  There are five

locations. 

County Square on M-F from 8:30 to 5

p.m. and at four satellite locations on

M-F from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.. County

Square also has extended hours on Oct.

22 until 7 p.m., and on Saturday Oct.

24 and 31 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Make A Plan To Vote
Many of us have already voted. We still have nearly two more weeks of early voting before Election Day. No matter how you

plan to vote, make a plan to vote. Know where you're going, what you need and who's going with you. That last part is

important. Take a friend (or two or three) to keep you company in line and to make sure #EveryoneVotes. Check out the What

You Need to Know to Vote page on our website for up-to-date info. 

It is your right to vote. If you are

properly credentialed and at the

correct location, you may vote. 

If you have a question, if you are

challenged, if you feel your right to vote

is being suppressed, call the South

Carolina Voter Protection Hotline at

You must bring a authorized form of

voter ID: Current SC Driver's License,

DMV ID card, SC Voter Registration

Card with a photo, Federal military ID,

or current US Passport.

Long lines are expected to continue, so

you'll want to bring a stadium chair,

some water, possibly an umbrella or hat

for shade. And wear comfortable shoes!

The GCDP has a fleet of drivers

ready to take voters to the polls

during early voting as well as on

Election Day. 

Sign up and reserve your ride

with us and we'll pick you up, wait

for you - or wait for your call to

come back- and return you home.

Drivers will be masked - and

riders will need to be masked as

well.  
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When and where?

What you need to take

855-785-0222

What you need to know

There are polling place changes

every year. See the complete list

of locations with changes

highlighted on Page 8.

https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/what-you-need-to-know-to-vote/
http://bit.ly/ride-to-the-polls
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Continued on next page
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Continued on next page
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Already voted? You can still make a difference
Voting is Job #1. But it isn't the

only way you can make a

difference in this election.

This year, the GCDP has more poll

watchers than any election in

recent memory with more than

130 signed up. That's just about

enough to cover all of our

precincts. But we are still looking

for more so we can possibly split

shifts in some situations so the

poll watchers aren't in for a 12+

hour day. 

To sign up to be a poll watcher,

please register here. One of our

voter protection team will be in

touch with you to arrange

training. Note: even if you've been

a poll watcher before, you still

need to attend training this year.

The SCDP has a hotline set up and accessible every day during early voting and, of

course, all day on Election Day. Volunteers are needed to man the hotline in this

hotly contested election. You work virtually from home with online tools and a mobile

app to connect you to the incoming calls. The goal is to have 80 lines open on

Election Day and they need a lot more people to do that. There are a lot of

resources to support you. A training session is required. Sign up today and make a

difference!

https://greenvilledems.wufoo.com/forms/election-day-volunteers/
https://bit.ly/VoProVolunteer
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Show your 
stickers!

Post on social

media with

#IVotedGVL to

get your pix in

the next Bray 



T h e  B r a y  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G r e e n v i l l e  C o u n t y  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  1 3 0 0 - J   E .  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  G r e e n v i l l e ,  S C  2 9 6 0 7 ,

p h o n e  2 5 2 - 5 5 3 1 ,  E l i  V a l e n t i n ,  c h a i r ;   R o x a n n e  C o r d o n i e r ,  e d i t o r ;  S u s a n  H u f f a k e r  a n d  L u c i l l e  H e r w a l d ,  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d

l a y o u t ;  A n n  F u n d e r b u r k ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

G R E E N V I L L E  C O U N T Y  D E M O C R A T I C  P A R T Y

1 3 0 0  E .  W A S H I N G T O N  S T .  # J

( 8 6 4 )  2 3 2 - 5 5 3 1

H T T P S : / / G R E E N V I L L E D E M O C R A T S . C O M /

Thank you, 
September Contributors ELI VALENTIN

Chair

RUTH TODD

1st Vice Chair

SHARON GARRETT

2nd Vice Chair

JONATHON SWEENEY

3rd Vice Chair

KATE FRANCH

Secretary

ANITA LEBOLD

Treasurer

KATY LENTZ

State Executive Com. Delegate

PAUL MERLO

State Executive Com. Delegate

ANITA LEBOLD

State Executive Com. Alternate

ERIC GRABEN

State Executive Com. Alternate

JEANMARIE TANKERSLY

Voter Protection Chair

RON COWEN

Finance Coordinator

LAURA HAIGHT

Communications Coordinator
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P A R T Y  L E A D E R S H I P  
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The GCDP office is open weekdays from  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Call us at 864-232-5531 or email 

headquarters@greenvilledemocrats.com

Donate Now

We welcome your one-time or recurring donations on our website.

 https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1

Recurring Donors

Leila Aziz, Phil Beckwith, Tina Belge, Kathleen Bitsura, Ruth Burley, Paula

Catterall, Sonia Col, Ron Cowen, David and Libby Cross, Linda Derector,

Deb Drucker, Lillian Flemming, Kate Franch,  Cynthia Gibson, Cindy

Henry, John Hester, Woodrow Hill, Jeanette Jacobs, Kinard Johnson,

Sharon Klompus, Nadia Land Greene, Anita LeBold, Paul Merlo, Lucia

Messina, Ashley Newton, Becky Owens, Margaret Parham, Susan Riordan,

Amy Sutherland,  Diane Schultz, Jeanmarie Tankersley, Starla Taylor, Ruth

Todd, Shawn Trapp, Eli Valentin 

Donors

Arthur Campbell, Kaye Christopher, Henry Collins, A.L and Brenda Ervin,

Steve Evered, Ann Funderburk, Michael Goodwin, Nikki Grumbine,

Jennifer Lamonte, Hanna Lipman, Shirley McLeod, jCecily Mango, Bonnie

Meier, Suchita Nair, Margaret Oakes, John Pettett, Etrulia Robinson,

Peggy Schotsch, Eleanor Ann Shaver, Shirley Scott, Thomas Slater,

Beverly Turner, Toni Von Ruden, Laura Wang, Virginia Williard, Kurt Young.

https://www.instagram.com/gvldem/
https://www.facebook.com/GVLDem
https://twitter.com/GVLDem
http://https//GREENVILLEDEMOCRATS.COM/
https://www.gofundme.com/puerto-ricans-workers-crisis-fund?eType=EmailBl%20astContent&eId=13388b4d-3ede-4b9a-bccb-27dc1313263b
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1300+E+Washington+St,+Greenville,+SC+29607/@34.8499194,-82.3828272,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x88582e2c03da61b7:0x8d2534a3558111fe!2s1300+E+Washington+St,+Greenville,+SC+29607!3b1!8m2!3d34.8496211!4d-82.3827964!3m4!1s0x88582e2c03da61b7:0x8d2534a3558111fe!8m2!3d34.8496211!4d-82.3827964
https://greenvilledemocrats.com/
http://www.greenvilledemocrats.com/contribute
http://www.greenvilledemocrats.com/contribute
http://www.greenvilledemocrats.com/contribute
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/greenville-county-democratic-party-1

