
“HOW WOULD YOU BE REMEMBERED?”

The fireworks came when the panel 
questioned both the Democratic and Republican counsel. There was several
hours of questioning for both the witnesses, but Barry Berke's four-minute
dissection of the "excuses" for Trump's actions clearly laid out the facts. 

IS IT A UNICORN?

HOUSE VOTES IN THE SENATE WHAT YOU CAN DO

Impeachment in the house sends
the cast to the Senate for trial.
Mitch McConnell stirred up a
hornet's nest Friday when he
declared he would coordinate the
rules for the trial with the White
House. And that there would be
"no difference between us."
 
 

"IMAGINATION IS THE ONLY LIMIT TO WHAT HE MAY DO NEXT"

I M P E A C H M EN T :  W E EK  F IV E

What mattered
The most momentous and consequential vote of this Congress – or any Congress in recent memory – went
down not with a bang, but with a quick and quiet, almost under-the-radar vote. After 12 hours of contentious
and often factually disconnected debate of proposed amendments to the two articles of impeachment, the
committee reconvened at 10 a.m. Friday and by 10:09 had been gaveled to a close after a party line vote to
approve the articles of impeachment. The end of a heck of a week. 

Things progressed pretty much as
expected last week. On Monday, the
House Judiciary Committee released a
55-page report detailing the
Constitutional basis for impeaching
President Trump. 

Check out Section 6, page 41 for 
 responses to Republicans' "inaccurate
claims" about the legality or fairness of
the process itself. 

By Tuesday, two articles of impeachment had been prepared: Abuse of Power and Obstruction of
Congress. 

The reason we have not heard from all the witnesses and documents is because 
President Trump has obstructed the investigation.

– Barry Berke ""

Markup began on Wednesday with an evening session where each of the 41 committee members made
their opening statements, setting the hyper-partisan tone for the next three days. Nadler urged
Republicans to consider how they will be remembered in history; Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner of Wisconsin
had the same message: “Put aside your partisan politics and don’t listen to what Pelosi,
Schiff and Nadler are telling you, because the future of our country and the viability of our Constitution as
the framers decided it are at stake.”

Actual amendments came up for discussion on Wednesday – a
14-hour "temper tantrum" that trod over the same ground
interminably regardless of the issue on the table.  Republicans
sought amendments to 1) remove the first article on Abuse of
Power because it "ignores the facts",  2) to replace references to
Joe Biden with Hunter Biden, 3) to insert language into the
articles asserting that Ukraine aid was released when President
Zelensky signed anti-corruption measures into law,  4) to remove
the entire article on Obstruction of Congress, and finally, 5) to
remove the sections of each article that conclude Trump should
be disqualified from holding public office in the future. All the
amendments were defeated on a party-line vote. 

ICYMI: You can watch the final vote from Friday am here.

So much has been made over the lack
of bipartisan agreement in the House,
and what the GOP has called ignoring
historical norms. Unfortunately there
are only two in the last century to go
by. An analysis of votes in the Clinton,
Nixon impeachments shows how
illusive bipartisanship really is. 
 
A comparison of voting patterns in
all three cases here.

A full vote of the House of
Representatives should happen
Wednesday or Thursday. 
 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has said she
is not counting the vote, and will
not pressure any member of the
caucus to vote for impeachment.
But the New York Times is
counting. Currently the South
Carolina delegation has two yes
votes (and a big nod to Joe
Cunningham for standing up in a
Trump district), three no votes and
three as yet not publicized. 
 
 

MoveOn.org has been signing up
protestors to participate in
impeachment rallies across the US,
the day before the House vote.
With the vote imminent this week,
the rallies will be held TUESDAY.
 
In Greenville, the rally will be
Tuesday, Dec. 17 at noon, at the
Graham Plaza in front of the Peace
Center. To get updates from the
organizers, sign up to attend. Or
just show up, bring a sign, no
sticks, and your best vocal 
projection!
 
 

https://youtu.be/ePwpKYDi-h8?t=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZvWm7cTy8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZvWm7cTy8M
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/12/12/us/politics/trump-impeachment-house-vote-whip-count.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/07/politics/house-judiciary-committee-impeachment-report-document/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/07/politics/house-judiciary-committee-impeachment-report-document/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/12/10/us/politics/articles-impeachment-document-pdf.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/12/11/786861542/house-democrats-to-begin-amending-impeachment-articles-wednesday-evening
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/12/13/trump-impeachment-judiciary-republicans-tried-change-articles/4414880002/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/12/13/how-house-judiciary-vote-trump-impeachment-compares-past-votes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/12/13/how-house-judiciary-vote-trump-impeachment-compares-past-votes/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/12/12/us/politics/trump-impeachment-house-vote-whip-count.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qf0-N47S91U
https://act.moveon.org/event/impeach-and-remove-attend/search/

