
I M P E A C H M EN T :  W E EK  O N E

What mattered
CONSPIRACY THEORY STRATEGY TOOK SHAPE

The testimony of National Security Council official Fiona Hill on Friday gave the
Republican defenders a chance to test out a conspiracy-based defense of President Trump.
The New York Times reported this approach – that it was Ukraine, not Russia that
interfered in the 2016 election – was gaining ground. Hill, a Russia expert in the NSC,
wasn't having any of it. "The Ukrainian government did not interfere in the US Election,"
she stated. "I'm really concerned about these conspiracy theories." 
 
Debunked or not, those theories were front-and-center during much of the Republican
questioning  of Amb. Bill Taylor, George Kent, and Amb. Marie Yovanovitch during last
week's public hearings. . 

Witness George Kent, a senior State Department official with extensive experience in
helping European and Eurasian countries combat corruption, outlined what real anti-
corruption efforts look like and provided a key to the motivation to move existing staff -
like Ambassador Yovanovitch – out of the way.  Click on Rachel to watch.

WHAT REAL ANTI-CORRUPTION
LOOKS LIKE

Republicans were punching way over their
weight this week, but especially trying to
validate the president's "anti-corruption
efforts." 

" You can't promote principled anti-corruption action
without pissing off corrupt people. "

LEADER PELOSI NAMES THE CRIME: BRIBERY
After a full day of testimony, Nancy Pelosi sharpened the
focus of the impeachment inquiry. No more confusing Latin.
Quid Pro Quo Schmo. On Thursday, she invoked bribery as
the crime the president committed when he asked the
Ukrainian president to "do me a favor though."
 
Bribery is one of only two specific crimes actually defined in
the Constitution's impeachment clause. The other? Treason. 
 

WHAT'S THAT SOUND? THE OTHER SHOE DROPPING
Ambassador Taylor and State Department
senior official George Kent were unshakable in
their professionalism and fact-based
testimony on Wednesday. But Taylor broke
real news, announcing that one of his staffers
had heard a call between EU Ambassador
Gordon Sondland and the president where the
two discussed the "investigations" being
demanded of Ukraine.

As much of the day's Republican questioning focused on the "hearsay," this was a pretty
big shoe to drop. On Friday, that State Department staffer David Holmes testified in
private, confirming the call and also reporting that at least one other colleague was
present and heard the call as well. (As an aside, we also got the shocking news that a US
ambassador called the President of the United States from a cell phone in a busy
restaurant in Ukraine and spoke so loudly that other people at the table could hear the
entire call.)

IMPEACHMENT ODDS AND ENDS

Even as she testified of how
threatened she felt by Trump's
campaign against her, Trump
reinforced her fears by  hurling
insulting tweets her way. Adam Schiff
called it "witness intimidation."

In a rare display, the audience gave
Ambassador Yovanovich a standing
ovation as she left the hearing room
on Friday. 

The Javelin missiles Ukraine so
desperately needs to defend against
Russia come with a significant
limitation: they must be stored in
Western Ukraine, hundreds of miles
from the war front. 

IMPEACHMENT ODDS AND ENDS

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/11/opinion/republicans-trump-impeachment-hearings.html
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2019/nov/12/who-george-kent/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/e-TMZAy0RLM?start=71
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/11/opinion/republicans-trump-impeachment-hearings.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/why-nancy-pelosi-is-now-calling-trumps-ukraine-actions-bribery
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/11/13/20963046/impeachment-hearing-bill-taylor-trump-call
https://www.businessinsider.com/gordon-sondland-trump-ukraine-investigation-state-department-aide-david-holmes-2019-11
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/15/us/politics/impeachment-hearings.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYYpe9LTDHc
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/10/03/far-from-the-front-lines-javelin-missiles-go-unused-in-ukraine/

