
I M P E A C H M E N T :  W E EK  T H R EE

What mattered

"THE PRESIDENT IS NOT A KING" OR IS HE?

There weren't any hearings, no public testimony, no hearing room drama, but a lot was going on anyway.
Polls are fluctuating, Republicans are dancing around issues, Democrats are moving forward into the next
stage, courts are handing down critical rulings, and journalists are putting it all together every day. If ever
there was an object lesson in why a free press matters, this is it. So, let's get started

It was a bit of a rollercoaster week on the legal
front. First on Monday, a federal judged ruled that
former White House Counsel Don McGahn had no
immunity from testifying before Congress. Judge
Kentaji Brown Jackson wrote a blistering 120
page-decision derailing the idea that McGahn (and
by extension other White House employees)
enjoyed any kind of blanket immunity or
executive privilege. "The president is not a king,"
she wrote. 
 
The ruling gave Congress some pretty strong 

backup if it wants to include an article of impeachment on obstruction of justice. But in a wink and a nod,
the Department of Justice was back in court appealing the ruling. Which is now set for what news stories
call a "fast-track" hearing date of Jan. 3. The DC Circuit court will hear two impeachment cases – the
McGahn case and the attempt to obtain grand jury testimony from the final Mueller report. 
 
A lot will be riding on these decisions. But in the meantime.... 

WE'VE GOT EMAILS

The White House conducted an extensive effort to find legal
justifications for the president's decision to withhold security
assistance from Ukraine after the fact. A review by the White House
turned up hundreds of email exchanges between Chief of Staff Mick
Mulvaney, the White House Counsel's office, and the Office of
Management and Budget. Withholding of the aid is at the heart of the
bribery/extortion case Democrats are building. 
 
Trump, it reported, made the decision in July without any legal
justification. After the fact, the NSC and State Department protested.
Under the law, the president is required to disperse Congressionally
appropriated funds unless Congress agrees to a delay or that they be
rescinded. Of course, Congress had not been told. 

THE DEFENDERS

From hearsay to "Trump didn't mean it" to "Ukraine didn't know about it" to "so what, there wasn't a
corrupt intent" to "it's not impeachable," Republicans have tried out 24 different defensive strategies.
Watch them all in this Washington Post video.

IN RUDY NEWS

A New York Times investigation finds Giuliani was pursing
personal business opportunities while carrying Trump's water
in the Ukraine.

... and there's been a lot of it.  

President Trump began the inevitable: The Rudy-I-hardly-knew-
him defense. Watch his interview with Bill O'Reilly.

Trump may be trying to extricate himself from Rudy but the
evidence is pulling the two closer together. A release of 100-
pages of State Department records shows that Rudy and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo had many direct interactions.
"It reveals a clear paper trail from Rudy Giuliani to the Oval
Office to Secretary Pompeo .. to facilitate .. a smear campaign"
against US ambassador Marie Yovanovitch."

Trump views himself as a fighter but this is ridiculous. Newsweek reports that the Trump campaign is
disputing claims that he shared a "doctored" photograph of his head on top of Rocky's (Sly Stallone's) body. I
am sparing you the actual photo, but honestly!

THE LAST WORD(S)

The president may think he's bought and paid for the Supreme Court, so he said he would
appeal to court if he's impeached. You and I know that's not a thing. Here's why.

WHAT DO POLLS SAY?

They are up, they are down, they
disagree. Five Thirty Eight, which
analyzes all the polls has a detailed
analysis. But the bottom line: As
hearings progress, Dems support
grows, Independents are drifting up,
and Republicans are standing pat.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/11/opinion/republicans-trump-impeachment-hearings.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/11/25/politics/takeaways-supreme-court-impeachment-house/index.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2019/11/27/mcgahn-imeachment-immunity-trump-case-074372
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-review-turns-up-emails-showing-extensive-effort-to-justify-trumps-decision-to-block-ukraine-military-aid/2019/11/24/2121cf98-0d57-11ea-bd9d-c628fd48b3a0_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-review-turns-up-emails-showing-extensive-effort-to-justify-trumps-decision-to-block-ukraine-military-aid/2019/11/24/2121cf98-0d57-11ea-bd9d-c628fd48b3a0_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-review-turns-up-emails-showing-extensive-effort-to-justify-trumps-decision-to-block-ukraine-military-aid/2019/11/24/2121cf98-0d57-11ea-bd9d-c628fd48b3a0_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/27/nyregion/giuliani-ukraine-business-trump.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hbb8T7Ac0eo
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-50527849
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-campaign-disputes-picture-president-rocky-doctored-1474789
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/11/no-the-supreme-court-is-not-going-to-stop-trump-impeachment.html
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/impeachment-polls/

