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learned intellectually to be a Democrat. We are the party of every day people, we look after the people's 
interest. From the days of Andrew Jackson, we have been the party enlarging the electorate, increasing 
opportunity, and fighting the enemies of the people such as millionaires and banks. We are also the party of 
greatness, we have given the country its most exceptional Presidents. John F. Kennedy said "I'm proud to 
be a Democrat because since the days of Thomas Jefferson, the Democratic Party has been identified with 
the pursuit of excellence. "  Being a Democrat is such a part of me, I could no more stop being a Democrat 
than I could change my genetic makeup or my last name. I was born a Democrat and I'll die a Democrat.

Divided loyalties among Democrats

Roxanne Cordonier

There’s a war brewing in the Demo-
cratic Party. On the way to the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination, support-
ers of our candidates Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders are drawing battle
lines and verbal bombs are being 
thrown on social media between the 
competing camps and their followers 
and feelings are being hurt and friend-
ships damaged in the process.
First of all everybody take a deep 
breath. The Democratic Party clearly 
had 3 qualified candidates and now 
there are two. Two progressive Demo-
crats that have conducted themselves 
with dignity and honor thus far. Con-
trast that with the circus that is the 
Republican Presidential Primary. Oh 
the horror! The Democratic debates 
have been focused on policy and vision. 
Both Clinton and Sanders have
the gravitas to be our next President, 
both are committed to Democratic 
principles. So what’s the problem? 
You need to remember that the prima-
ries are to politics what the playoffs are 
to sports teams. It’s a battle to the finish 
line, you need to stay on message, be 

calm, surround yourself with competent 
and loyal advisors and strive to be the 
last person standing in the ring. Obama 
proved his mettle by taking on the 
presumed front runner at the time 
Hillary Clinton. He weathered the 
storms over his birth certificate, 
religion, blackness, competency etc. 
and he won, twice.
Keep in mind also that the media, 
especially Fox News and the Republi-
can opposition machine have had 
decades to develop their attack lines 
against Hillary Clinton. They haven’t 

even started on Bernie yet. So...don’t pick up their 
rhetoric to attack our candidate. You can dispute policy 
points or voting records but let’s not get into  he who’s 
the most honest or ethical. Both are fine upstanding 
human beings period.
Why would you waste your time arguing over who’s 
the most progressive Democratic candidate this early in 
the season? The primaries have only just begun. As you 
recall this could be the beginning of a long tough slog 
for our candidates. If you are a die hard Sanders or 
Hillary supporter don’t waste time arguing on Face-
book over which is the best candidate, go out and
volunteer your time. Register voters, make phone calls, 
canvass but do something. Remember voter turnout 
wins elections and our turn out in 2015 was dismal.

2016 is a make or break year for the American people. 
If the Democrats lose the White House, the Republi-
cans get two and possibly three Supreme Court 
nominations. If more conservatives join the High 
Court, we’re doomed to a very bleak future. Histori-
cally the country thrives economically under Demo-
crats and suffers under the Republicans. If the GOP 
wins the presidency, we will see lower taxes for the 
rich, a further breakdown in our social safety net, 
more environmental disasters, new wars and increased 
military spending etc. etc. We simply cannot afford to 
lose this one. We need to reserve our fire until the 
general election and then Democrats must set our hurt
feelings aside and get behind our nominee. 
So...take some more deep breaths and remember that 
we have the best candidates, we have the ability to 
mobilize voters and we can win this but we have to 
stick together. United we stand, divided we fall.

Why I am a Democrat    by C. Carlyle Steele
My name is C. Carlyle Steele, and I was born into the Democratic Party. My 
earliest memory when I was not yet 3 was going to the Democratic stump meeting 
in front of the 1826 Lancaster County courthouse. Ten years later on Democratic 
primary night, I was attending vacation Bible school at our country Methodist 
church, my father  who was in town at the courthouse, sent a cab to get me. It was 
my first ride in a taxi. I was 12 and Daddy knew that I would want to savor that 
my hero Fritz Hollings was leading in the primary. Since those times, I have 
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There’s a war brewing in the Demo-
cratic Party. On the way to the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination, support-
ers of our candidates Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders are drawing battle
lines and verbal bombs are being 
thrown on social media between the 
competing camps and their followers 
and feelings are being hurt and friend-
ships damaged in the process.
First of all everybody take a deep 
breath. The Democratic Party clearly 
had 3 qualified candidates and now 
there are two. Two progressive Demo-
crats that have conducted themselves 
with dignity and honor thus far. Con-
trast that with the circus that is the 
Republican Presidential Primary. Oh 
the horror! The Democratic debates 
have been focused on policy and vision. 
Both Clinton and Sanders have
the gravitas to be our next President, 
both are committed to Democratic 
principles. So what’s the problem? 
You need to remember that the prima-
ries are to politics what the playoffs are 
to sports teams. It’s a battle to the finish 
line, you need to stay on message, be 

calm, surround yourself with competent 
and loyal advisors and strive to be the 
last person standing in the ring. Obama 
proved his mettle by taking on the 
presumed front runner at the time 
Hillary Clinton. He weathered the 
storms over his birth certificate, 
religion, blackness, competency etc. 
and he won, twice.
Keep in mind also that the media, 
especially Fox News and the Republi-
can opposition machine have had 
decades to develop their attack lines 
against Hillary Clinton. They haven’t 

even started on Bernie yet. So...don’t pick up their 
rhetoric to attack our candidate. You can dispute policy 
points or voting records but let’s not get into  he who’s 
the most honest or ethical. Both are fine upstanding 
human beings period.
Why would you waste your time arguing over who’s 
the most progressive Democratic candidate this early in 
the season? The primaries have only just begun. As you 
recall this could be the beginning of a long tough slog 
for our candidates. If you are a die hard Sanders or 
Hillary supporter don’t waste time arguing on Face-
book over which is the best candidate, go out and
volunteer your time. Register voters, make phone calls, 
canvass but do something. Remember voter turnout 
wins elections and our turn out in 2015 was dismal.

2016 is a make or break year for the American people. 
If the Democrats lose the White House, the Republi-
cans get two and possibly three Supreme Court 
nominations. If more conservatives join the High 
Court, we’re doomed to a very bleak future. Histori-
cally the country thrives economically under Demo-
crats and suffers under the Republicans. If the GOP 
wins the presidency, we will see lower taxes for the 
rich, a further breakdown in our social safety net, 
more environmental disasters, new wars and increased 
military spending etc. etc. We simply cannot afford to 
lose this one. We need to reserve our fire until the 
general election and then Democrats must set our hurt
feelings aside and get behind our nominee. 
So...take some more deep breaths and remember that 
we have the best candidates, we have the ability to 
mobilize voters and we can win this but we have to 
stick together. United we stand, divided we fall.

The citizens of the City of Greenville were 
fortunate to have had Lillian Brock Flemming 
serve as Greenville City Council’s Mayor Pro 
Tem for twelve years and as Vice Mayor Pro 
Tem for the past two years. 
Republican David Sudduth has served as Mayor 
Pro Tem for the past couple of years. 
This year City Council nominated and unani-
mously elected Jil Littlejohn as Mayor Pro Tem 
and Gaye Sprague as Vice Mayor Pro Tem.
We greatly appreciate their service and dedica-
tion. Congratulations to these fine individuals 
for the great job they do.

Recognizing our city officers

Jil Littlejohn, Greenville City Mayor Pro Tem
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Upcoming Meetings
& Events

February 20, 2016 (Saturday) 8:30am 
GCDP Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Long Branch Baptist Church
28 Bolt Street
Greenville, SC 29605

February 27, 2015 (Saturday) First in the 
South Democratic Presidential Primary: All 
151 precincts will be open except for 5 or 6 due 
to scheduling conflicts. To find your polling 
location, go to: 
https://www.greenvillecounty.org/Voter_Registra
tion/pdf/2016pppPollingPlaces.pdf

March 12, 2016 (Saturday) 10:00am
Precinct Reorganization Meetings

March 14, 2016 (Monday) 12:15pm
Democratic Women Lunch Meeting
Southern Fried Green Tomatoes
1175 Woods Crossing Road
Greenville, SC 

3rd Wednesdays each month 5:30pm
Management Team meetings
GCDP Headquarters: 1300-J Washington Street
Greenville, SC 29607
Open invitation to anyone who wants to attend

Democratic Women 
March Lunch Meeting
Democratic Women of Greenville County will meet 
Monday, March 14th at 12:15pm, at Southern Fried 
Green Tomatoes. The speaker will be Greenville 
County Sheriff Steve Loftis. Sheriff Loftis will 
discuss teen gun violence in our community.
A buffet lunch is available at a charge of $15.00. 
Reservations are strongly encouraged and can
be made by calling 232-5531 or 
headquarters@greenvilledemocrats.com
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The GCDP Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 
February 20, 2016 at 8:30am; Long Branch Baptist 
Church. Senator Karl Allen and Rep. Chandra Dillard 
will provide an overview of the current legislative 
session.
Ingrid Erwin and Jonathan Metcalf are scheduled to 
conduct delegation training for the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention. The breakfast is at no charge; 
donations are appreciated.

Greenville County DP 
February Breakfast Meeting

As has been mentioned, the precinct reorganization 
meetings will be held March 12 at 10:00 am. Each 
registered voter on the Party mailing list will receive 
a letter indicating their respective meeting place. 
Information packets will be available at the meeting 
locations for each person presiding over the precinct 
meeting. The majority of locations will be the same as 
in 2014 with a few exceptions.
The current confirmed locations are:
 - Duncan Chapel Elementary
 - East North Street Academy
 - Ellen Woodside Elementary
 - Mountain View Elementary
 - Mt. Pleasant Community Center (George 
    Walker Bldg.)
 - Northwood Middle School 
 - Younts Center

Precinct Reorganization

For more information on the Photo ID Requirement, 
go to 
https://www.greenvillecounty.org/Voter_Registration/
photoid_requirements.asp

Photo ID is Required to Vote 
in Presidential Primary
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Are you interested in being a Delegate to your county, state, or national convention? Join us for a "Delegate Selec-
tion" training where we'll explain the step by step process for becoming a delegate. There will be trainings in each 
congressional district, so please attend the one that works best for you! Also, you can find the SCDP Delegate 
Selection Plan and the "If you Want to be A Delegate" Summary of the process at scdp.org website.

4th Congressional District
Greenville County Party Breakfast
February 20 at 8:30am
Long Branch Baptist Church
28 Bolt St, Greenville, SC 29605

If you have any questions, you may contact Jessica 
Church, Political Director of the SCDP at 
803.799.7798 ext. 2.

Thinking about becoming a delegate?

Absentee voting is underway in Greenville County. If 
you will be out of town on Saturday, February 27th, 
don’t forget to vote before you leave town!
There are a variety of reasons for voting absentee and 
you will be asked to state your reason at the polls. 
Here are some of the reasons stipulated; on vacation, 
age 65 or older, have a disability, a death or a funeral 
or a serving as a poll worker.
In Greenville County absentee 
voting takes place at 301 Univer-
sity Ridge at the Greenville-
County Voter Registration Office 
Conference Room H, located 
just inside the lobby door nearest 
the Veterans War  Memorial. Signs have been posted 
directing you to the polls. In addition to your voter 
registration card, you’ll also need a photo ID.
If a voter needs to vote absentee by mail, they need to 
have an application sent to them and may call the 
office at 467-7264. Voters who need to vote absentee 
and would like vote in the office at County Square, 

this will be available in the office beginning January 
21st, with office hours being 8:30 am until 5 pm 
Monday through Friday. Saturday hours for absentee 
voting will be available Saturday, February 13th, 9 
am until 1 pm, and Saturday, February 20th for the
Democratic Primary ONLY, 9 am until 1 pm,. The 
office will be open extended hours for absentee 
voting on Thursday, February 13th and Thursday, 
February 25th, until 7 pm. For more information on 

absentee voting, please call 
467-7264 or refer to the Green-
ville County website 
(“greenvillecounty.org”), under 
Voter Registration Department or 
Elections Department. The 
Presidential Preference Primaries 
will be held on two Saturdays in 

February, 20th for the Republican Party and 27th for 
the Democratic Party with all polling places open 
from 7 am until 7 pm for voters properly registered in 
their precinct of residence. To check your voter 
registration information, you may go to “scvotes.org” 
and check your personal information including your 
sample ballot.

Absentee voting is available

Entercom Communications and Greenlink are teaming up to offer Greenville County residents a free ride to the 
polls for the upcoming Presidential Primaries. Riders can show their voter registration cards on the day of the 
election and get a free ride! 96.3 The Block will be promoting “roll to the polls” on air.

Roll to the Polls
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Precinct re-organization is coming March 12 at 10:00 a.m. Save the Date

At the February meeting of Democratic Women of Greenville 
County, Grier Mullins, Executive Director of Public Educa-
tion Partners of Greenville County, discussed “Make Summer 
Count” a PEP sponsored program providing free books to 
children at 29 high need elementary schools.
PEP also sponsors summer Family Reading Nights, featuring 
a read aloud demonstration for parents.
Volunteers are needed to be read aloud demonstrators for 
these programs. If you would 
like to volunteer or get more 
information please go to 
http://publicedpartnersgc.org/
howtohelp/volunteer/

Make Summer Count

Chelsea Clinton headlined a Women's 
Leadership event at Clemson Univer-
sity on Sunday, February 7th. Ms. 
Clinton's visit was sponsored by the 
Clemson University College Demo-
crats. Clemson College Democrats 
President Bria Burke-Koskela and her 
team planned and executed the event. 
Chelsea made a very personal argu-
ment across three upstate campaign 
stops that her mom's ability to fight 

and prevail for everyday Americans 
cannot be underestimated. There is no 
doubt that Hillary is fighting for us, 
but we must also fight for her.
“With only 20 days until the First in 
the South primary day on Sat., Feb. 
27, we need you to join us at a 
number of exciting events near you.” 
For more information, contact our 
Upstate Field Organizer, Jack Miller 
at jack.miller@hillaryclinton.com. 

Grier Mullins, Executive Director; Public Education Partners

The 2016  Yellow Dog Club, that is!  Our Treasurer, 
Anita LeBold, is now accepting your contributions 
for the GOLD Yellow Dog Club ($1000 contribution), 
the SILVER Yellow Dog Club ($500 contribution) 
and the BRONZE Yellow Dog Club ($250 contribu-
tion).  
We can accept your pledge in one check or via install-
ments.  Contact Anita LeBold  at 

Are You in the Club? anitalebold@hotmail.com or 864.325.8540 to notify 
her if you wish to make your pledge in installments.  
She can notify you via email, text or phone when 
your next installment is due! 
Of course, any and all donations are appreciated and 
much needed to keep our headquarters open and carry 
out our work as Democrats in this very red state.  
Congratulations and Thank You to Peggy Baxter who  
is our first GOLD Yellow Dog Club Member in 2016.

Chelsea Clinton headlines 
Women's Leadership event 

Chelsea Clinton & GCDC Chair, Eric Graben

A limited number of yard signs for the Bernie and Hillary campaigns are available at the GCDP headquarters.
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Chris Fedalei is a young South Carolina attorney, 
Spartanburg local, and fervent advocate for under-
represented members of the Upstate community. 
“This campaign is about making sure we listen as 
much as we speak, focus on what matters, and reject 
the idea that one person’s gain must be another’s 
loss. We will win this campaign by keeping the 
promises of America. We will win by remembering 
our job is to serve rather than scare. And we will win 

by taking our issues to the people of the 
Upstate."
Visit VoteFedalei.com to donate, volunteer, 
or find out more.
Please email info@fedaleiforcongress.com 
with any questions.

Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign is ramping up 
volunteer operations in South Carolina ahead of the 
Feb. 27 primary, opening nine "Get Out the Vote" 
(GOTV) offices across the state, including one in 
Greenville.
The offices will be in Aiken, Anderson, Beaufort, 
Charleston, Georgetown, Greenville, Orangeburg, 
Rock Hill, and Summerville. Four weekends will be 
centers of volunteer activity focused on maximizing 
voter turnout among Clinton supporters. Previous 
weekends were Jan. 30 and 31 – designated as the 
campaign's "SC Weekend of Action" – Feb. 13 and 
14. Additional schedules are Feb. 20 to 21 and the 
weekend of the Democratic primary, Feb. 24 to 27.
The campaign will open additional offices in the 
Upstate soon, as well as in the Pee Dee and Grand 
Strand regions. While Clinton has been in close races 
with Sen. Bernie Sanders in the Iowa caucuses, recent 
polls project the former secretary of state will have a 
healthy lead in South Carolina's primary. 
The Greenville office is at 1200 Woodruff Road and 
the Anderson office will be at 121 W Benson St.

Clinton campaign opening 9 GOTV offices in SC

4th Congressional District has a choice

The Bray is published by the Greenville County Democratic Party, 1300-J  Washington St., Greenville, SC 
29607/232-5531, Eric Graben, chairman; Roxanne Cordonier, Editor; Linda F. Neely, formatting & printing; 
Ann Funderburk, distribution. Know someone who would like to receive The Bray?  It is available by email or 
traditional mail. Call HQ or contact headquarters@greenvilledemocrats.com. Please mail contributions to party 
headquarters. If your financial contribution to the GCDP is over $100, please indicate profession or retired 
(required by SC Ethics Commission). Thank you. 

(Excerpted in part from The Greenville News 1/26/16.) 
Contact Jack Miller at 201.572.0881 or at 
jack.miller@hillaryclinton.com.


